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CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA :
THE LAW OF THE COURTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
THE SYSTEM AND THE COMPETENCE OF THE COURTS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Article no. 5 of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, adopted by the citizens of the
country in the referendum of October 25, 1992, indicates that the power of the state in Lithuania is to
be carried out by the Diet, by the President and the Government of the Republic, and by the Tribunal.
Article no. 109 stipulates that in the Republic of Lithuania, Justice is rendered only by the courts. In
their functions, the judges and courts are compietely independent. In carrying out their work, the judges
are subject only to the laws.

The cited articles, as well as other articles of the Constitution of Lithuania, have established the
courts as the independant judicial power.

More precisely, the activity, the fundamental principles and the functions of the courts are
regulated by the law of the Courts of the Republic of Lithuania, adopted by the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Lithuania on February 6, 1992,

Conforming to the law of the Courts, justice is carried out by the canton courts, by the district
courts, by the Court of Appeals and by the Supreme Court of Lithuania.

The canton courts are a first instance for:
1) civil cases;
2) criminal cases;
3) administrative cases;
4) cases relative to implementing decisions and verdicts;
5) cases concerning investigative acts by civil servants.

The district courts are:

1) the first instance for civil cases in compliance with the law within their
competence;

2) the first instance for criminal cases in compliance with the law within their
competence; v

3) the instance for appeals charged with hearing appeals based on decisions,
verdicts, and resolutions which were rendered in the primary jurisdiction;

4) the instance of appeal for judgments effected by the canton courts.

The Court of Appeal of Lithuania is the body charged with ruling on the appeals formed against
the decisions rendered in the primary jurisdiction.

The Supreme Court of Lithuania is a cassation jurisdiction for the decisions, verdicts, and strong
resolutions of the district courts and for cases of the Court of Appeal.
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The Senate of Judges, consisting of the Head of the Supreme Court, heads and judges of its
sections, the Head of the Court of Appeal, the heads of the district tribunals, functions as the heart of
the Supreme Court.

The head of the Senate of Judges is the Head of the Supreme Court.

The competence of the Senate of Judges is as follows:

1) upon proposal of the Head of the Senate of Judges, the Senate examines the practice of the
tribunals and presents references for the application of laws to them ;

2) it examines the complaints against the solutions of the examinations of the Commission of
Judges and against decisions of the Court of Honor of Judges.

The decisions of the Senate of Judges are definitive.

The Minister of Justice and the Attorney General have the right to propose, to the Head of the
Senate, discussions on questions of the practice of the tribunals, participation in the sessions of the Senate
of Judges, and expressing their opinions regarding the issues in question.

It is necessary to add that more detailed regulation of the competences of the Senate can be found
in the laws of the Civil and Criminal Codes.

It should not be forgotten that the reform of the tribunals as well as the reform of the entire legal
system is only beginning to be implemented, and certain legal instances are not yet created.

The Diet of Lithuania is in the process of elaborating the detailed draft of the law on the reform
of the legal system which has to be adopted by the end of the year.

The principles of formation and the competences of the Constitutional Court are regulated by the
Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania and by the Law on the Constitutional Court, adopted on
February 3, 1993.

The Constitutional Court is created for the first time in the history of Lithuania. In compliance
with article no. 103, the Constitutional Court is formed of nine judges, appointed for a single term of
nine years. Every three years, one-third of the Constitutional Court must be renewed. The judges of
the Constitutional Court are chosen from among candidates proposed by the President of the Republic,
by the Head of the Parliament and by the Head of the Supreme Court. The judges and the Head of the
Constitutional Court are nominated by the Diet on the proposal of the President of the Republic.

Citizens of the Republic of Lithuania who are of an irreproachable reputation, possessing a
superior legal education and a legal or scientific eduction apprenticeship in the domain of jurisprudence
for at least ten years, can occupy the posts of judges of the Constitutional Court.

The judges do not depend on any person and circumstance; they act by virtue of the Constitution
of the Republic of Lithuania. .

The Constitutional Court sees to the conformity of the laws of the Republic of Lithuania and of
other acts adopted by the Diet to the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania and makes decisions.






